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THE FIFTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL ESPERANTO 

CONGRESS 

To the Commissioner of Education of the United States, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Sir: We beg to submit the following report: 

The Fifth Annual International Esperanto Congress, at which 
Congress we had the honor of representing the United States 
Government, was held in Barcelona, Spain, the meetings extend- 
ing from September 5 to 11, 1909. 

In spite of the recent disturbances in that city, which are said 
to have prevented the attendance of many foreigners who had in 
tended to be present, about 1,300 Esperantists came together from 
all parts of Europe and some portions of Asia, Africa, South 
America, and the United States. The fact that the king of Spain 
accepted the honorary presidency of the Congress, and that the 
various heads of departments, the governor of the province, and 
the mayor of the city were on the list of patrons, made it almost 
a governmental affair. Before the formal opening of the Con- 
gress, the Spanish governor and captain-general, the president of 
the Chamber of Deputies and the mayor of Barcelona, held 
formal receptions for Dr. Zamenhof (the creator of the lan- 
guage) and the chief Esperanto officials, including the one of 
your representatives who was in the city at the time, and at the 
end of the week the whole Congress was lavishly and magnifi- 
cently entertained by the municipal government. Not only the 
city officials, but the people on the streets, were very cordial in 
their reception of the visitors. It was reported that there are 
3,000 Esperantists resident in Barcelona. 

There was every indication that this movement has gone 
beyond the period when it could be called a "fad," has passed 
through the stages of ridicule and of active opposition, and is 
today something to be seriously considered. 
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It appears to number more adherents, publishes more period- 
icals and more books, has held more international congresses, 
has been officially adopted by more numerous and more impor- 
tant international associations and conventions, is officially taught 
in more public and commercial schools, and in general seems to 
have been successful much longer, than any other proposed inter- 
national language has ever been, having shown a steady and sub- 
stantial growth during the last twenty years. 

Germany and the United States have been slower to show an 
interest in Esperanto than any other important nation, but today 
Germany ranks with Great Britain in the extent to which the 
language is used to increase its foreign commerce, and the num- 
ber of organized societies in Germany has risen from 2 in 1903 
to 179 in 1909. In the city of Dresden alone are twenty- four 
groups, the largest numbering 484 members, and 160 business 
houses in that city are using the language in their correspondence 
and advertising. In the United States the number of organized 
societies has increased in four years from none to 144, besides 
many students of the language who have not organized into 
societies. These figures seem to indicate a widespread demand 
for some international means of communication ; a demand which, 
in the opinion of your representatives, Esperanto is very well 
calculated to meet. 

A practical illustration of the adaptability of the language was 
given in the Red Cross demonstration at Barcelona during the 
Congress. A section of one of the city parks was taken to repre- 
sent a battlefield, on which were a company of Red Cross surgeons 
and nurses, mostly French and Spanish, and a detachment of 
Spanish soldiers as helpers. Scattered over the field were 
"wounded" from various countries, who understood neither 
Spanish nor French, apparently suffering from all possible 
wounds and ailments. These were brought in and given all 
necessary treatment, all conversation being, of course, in Es- 
peranto. The soldier helpers had been studying Esperanto but 
a few days, and had probably learned only the phrases required 
in that particular service, but the whole affair was a striking 
proof of the practical nature of the language. (See also report 
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of Major P. F. Straub in the Army and Navy Register of 
January 16, 1909.) 

Perhaps the deepest impression received in attendance upon 
the Congress is that the rapid increase in the knowledge of 
Esperanto throughout the civilized world, and the numerous 
practical uses to which it has already been applied, indicate not 
only the feasibility, but the importance of systematic instruction 
in the language in our public schools. 

It has been officially introduced into many public and com- 
mercial schools in Great Britain, France, and Germany, and to 
some extent in other European countries. So important an 
organization as the London Chamber of Commerce has for 
several years held Esperanto examinations for both junior and 
senior certificates and for teachers' diplomas, and the language 
is also in the curriculum of the "Oxford Senior Examinations" 
and in that of the (British) "National Union of Teachers." It 
may be remembered that the Pan-American Scientific Congress, 
which met in Santiago de Chile in January, 1909, recommended 
Esperanto "as a neutral international language which deserves 
an important place in the programs of primary instruction of 
the American nations." The Japanese Minister of Education 
also urges that a knowledge of the language be spread through- 
out that empire. 

Experiment shows that a child can learn to read, write, and 
speak Esperanto in less time and with greater ease and accuracy 
than one of the national languages, and many educators now 
urge that the pupil should be taught the international language 
first of all. The fact that, to the grammatical rules laid down, 
there is not an exception, and that there is not an irregular word 
in the language, makes it possible for the young students to 
learn it readily, and to lay a solid foundation for future 
language-study without the perplexing confusion of difficulties 
found in the languages usually chosen. Professor J. W. B. 
Mayor, the famous linguist of Cambridge University, says : "As 
a first step to other languages, one so simple, so uniform, with 
such a richness of vowel-sounds as Esperanto, will be invaluable, 
especially for English people. At five, children should learn 
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Esperanto, and then pass to French, Latin, German, Greek, in 
this order." In this connection we would respectfully call your 
attention to the article on "Esperanto as a Prerequisite Study" 
by Dr. Ivy Kellerman, which appeared in the February (1910) 
number of the School Review of the University of Chicago 
Press. 

Certain French and German educational institutions are using 
Esperanto as a means of teaching foreign pupils the national 
languages; and there is also a constantly increasing number of 
young Europeans, visiting foreign countries for purposes of 
study, who not only make all arrangements through Esperanto 
correspondence, but take lodgings in Esperanto-speaking families, 
thus making practical use of the language as a means to the end 
which they have in view. Esperantists of different nationalities 
are even exchanging their Esperanto-speaking children for the 
summer months, and the young people thus gain actual experi- 
ence with a foreign language in a foreign country, at no expense 
except for travel. 

Your representatives have not been able to procure complete 
statistics as to the number of European schools in which Esper- 
anto is officially taught, and will mention only Paris, where 
ninety-seven weekly courses of instruction were established in 
the evening schools in the fall of 1909, and so many pupils applied 
that fourteen additional courses were immediately opened, giving 
a total of 1 1 1 in that city. 

In conclusion, your representatives respectfully submit : 

1. That there is a widespread demand for an auxiliary inter- 
national language that may be easily learned and easily used in 
addition to their own by persons of moderate education. 

2. That the Esperanto language, originated by Dr. L. L. 
Zamenhof, of Warsaw, appears better adapted to that end than 
any other language that has yet been proposed, and has acquired 
such a standing throughout the civilized world that there seems 
little possibility of its ever being displaced, and great probability 
that its use will continue to increase indefinitely. 

3. That, in view of these facts and the fact that the young 
people of the United States appear to be behind their European 
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contemporaries in knowledge of Esperanto, the educational 
authorities of our various state governments should be urged to 
take immediate steps to introduce instruction in the language 
into all high schools and upper grades of the grammar and even- 
ing schools. 

4. That, in view of the fact that the invitation of the Wash- 
ington (D.C.) Chamber of Commerce has been accepted, and the 
Sixth International Esperanto Congress will occur in Washing- 
ton, August 14-20, 1910, and also in view of the cordial recogni- 
tion and assistance of the Congresses of 1908 and 1909 by the 
governments of Saxony and Spain, respectively, the United States 
government should be urged to render substantial aid to the 
coming congress, and thus enable the Executive Committee 
(whose chairman is Professor Spillman of the Department of 
Agriculture) to arrange for this gathering of the representa- 
tives of different lands on a scale befitting a nation like our own. 

Respectfully submitted this 12th day of February, 1910. 

{Signed) Herbert Harris, 

730 Congress Street, Portland, Maine 

(Signed) Edwin C. Reed, 

Washington, District of Columbia 



